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UOP ARCHIVES FACULTY EMERITI INTERVIEWS 
Gil Schedler—Religious Studies and English 
February 9, 2012 
Meredith:  I’m Larry Meredith, Emeritus, Religious Studies Department, and part of the charter faculty of 
Callison College, the third Cluster of the University of the Pacific. The narrator is Gil Schedler, who was 
also part of the charter faculty, PhD from the University of Chicago, and came in 1967 to begin the 
Cluster College called Callison.  Today’s date is February the 9th, 2012, and it is now 10:30 in the 
morning, and we are in the Library, in the Japanese-American study room, and we’re duly inspired by 
having a copy of Pioneer or Perish! by Kara Brewer, and a copy of Gil’s poems, which are very 
expressive, and we would do well just to be reading these!  (laughter)  Ok, now then, Gil, get this 
started, what years did you serve the University of the Pacific?  
Schedler: I arrived, as Larry said, in 1967, and retired in 2004, so I was at the University of the Pacific for 
37 years.  I was in Callison from 1967 to 1979, and then had a joined appointment in the Religious 
Studies department and in the English department. 
Meredith: And, what were your official titles? 
Schedler:  I was Assistant Professor, and then Associate Professor, and once I came over to Religious 
Studies, I became a Full Professor. 
Meredith: And you had a title beyond that, you were at some point Chair of the Religious Studies 
Department. 
Schedler:  I was Chair of the Religious Studies department for 14 years.  6 years at one stretch, and then 
at the end of my career for 8 years. 
Meredith: Ok, well, that means that if you were Chair of Religious Studies department, you hadn’t 
studied just English Literature in your graduate school. How was it you were prepared to be Chair of 
Religious Studies? 
Schedler: I graduated from Concordia Seminary in 1960, a Lutheran Seminary, and then went on to 
graduate school at Washington University, and received my MA in English, and then after teaching a 
year at Wittenburg University in Springfield, Ohio, I was awarded  my PhD at the University of Chicago in 
a program on Religion and Literature. So I had a joint background in both literature and religion.  But I 
was hired as a professor of Humanities at Callison College. 
Meredith:  What circumstances brought you to Pacific, you were actually just recruited, you had not… 
Schedler: I did not apply.  Larry Jackson, who was the first Provost of Callison College, wrote to my 
advisor at the University of Chicago and asked if there was anybody about to receive their doctorate, 
and he sent my name forward to Larry Jackson, and then once when I was on campus at University of 
Chicago he stopped me and said, “Oh, by the way, there’s a college in California that wanted your name, 
and I sent it on to California,” and then Larry Jackson came to Chicago in November of 1966 and 
interviewed me, and then invited me to come to California for a visit in January of 1967. 
Meredith: Had you heard anything at all about Pacific before this? 
Schedler: I had not heard a word about Pacific.  My adviser was not very excited.  He said, “You’re going 
to a new little cluster college, and your career as a research scholar will probably be hampered,” and 
some other people said, “Stockton, California?  It’s just known for stock car racing, it’s a place you don’t 
want to go.” 
Meredith: Well, we, since we’ve expanded on (laughter) our circumstances, publicity, I understand from 
the paper today that we’re 11th, as one of the problem cities in the country! 
Schedler: Oh, is that right? 
Meredith: Yes!  We used to be number 1 or 2, but we’ve slipped. 
 Well, that’s another matter.  Ok, so you hadn’t heard about Pacific, and you had to relocate, but what 
were your impressions of the city, when you first came? 
Schedler: When I came out to Stockton in January 1967, there had been a tremendous snowstorm in 
Chicago, 22 inches of snow. I flew out to California and was a guest of Cliff Hand at his home for 
breakfast the next day in the backyard, and there was sunshine, and he had a lemon tree in the 
backyard, it must have been 60 or 70 degrees, and I went, “WOW!  (laughter)  This is quite a difference 
from the inner-city University of Chicago area, in the south of the city (near where Barack Obama hung 
out later) and so it was just pretty amazing, the difference.  The trees were blooming. 
Meredith: Cliff would have been a very good introduction; he was a gentleman and a scholar, a very, 
very affable man. 
Schedler: Yeah, and Larry Jackson told me that he soon probably would be Chair of the English 
department, but he went on to become Provost and then Acting President. 
He was very kind, and then when I finally did accept the job—I had other job offers, it was a different 
climate for professional options then. I then rented Cliff Hand’s house the first year I was in Stockton, 
because he had a Fulbright to Morocco. My first child, Christopher, was born when we lived there. 
Meredith: Christopher Lawrence. 
Schedler: Christopher Lawrence.  (laughter)  Named after an eminent professor at Callison and dean of 
the Chapel. 
Meredith: Yes, I thought that was prescient on your part. 
Schedler: Actually he was named after D.H. Lawrence, one of my gurus. 
Meredith: Who was named after Brother Lawrence, the famous saint. 
Schedler: There you go, we’ve got to get religion in there. 
Meredith: Well, I mean, after all, that is the only subject!  Now, well now, and the people of Stockton, 
you really didn’t, I guess, see a lot of those folks. 
Schedler: No, no, mainly interacting with Larry Jackson and the charter faculty.  There were ten of us, I 
think, in the charter faculty. 
Meredith: We had enough to do to get impressions of each other. 
Schedler: Yeah, right! 
Meredith:  Well, your impressions of Pacific itself, you’ve already said something about the physical 
appearance, the weather was really good (laughter), but you know, the whole thing, the faculty, the 
staff, the students… 
Schedler: I didn’t have a whole lot of interaction.  I was the first faculty member to move into what is 
now the building that houses the English department.  The building was just completed, so we moved in 
there, and my wife at that time got an appointment at Raymond College, and so she had an office 
upstairs in that building, which is now the Wendell Philips Center, and I had an office on the first floor.  
And so, I interacted mainly with my colleagues, and since I lived in Cliff Hand’s house, it was only a few 
blocks off campus, my world was just there. 
Meredith: Somewhat unusual to recruit you and they get two for one, and she would have impressions 
also, of Raymond and the University. Did that affect you and your own understanding of what was 
happening here? 
Schedler: A little bit, because she received a last-minute request because the professor who taught 
Psychology at Raymond got a grant to do research nationally, and so they need a new hire. She was 
asked if she would take a one-year appointment there, and then eventually she taught there for 6 years. 
Meredith: Was there anybody at Pacific—besides Cliff Hand—who was especially helpful in your initial 
orientation? 
Schedler: Well, it would have to be Larry Jackson, the Provost.  Otherwise I was on my own, pretty 
much. 
Meredith: Well, now,  you weren’t really on your own, you do understand that when the rest of the 
charter faculty kind of looked at you, they looked at another member of, a graduate of Chicago at the 
same time, and many people thought that you knew each other very well, and sort of came together, 
this would be John Morearty. 
Schedler: We met at a party, a faculty party, at University of Chicago, and I happened to mention that I 
had a job offer in California with a college that was going to send its students to India, and John had 
recently returned from Calcutta, where he did his doctoral work on an Indian philosopher of the 19th 
century, and so he went, “Wow, do you mind giving me the name of the college?” and then he wrote, 
and eventually he was hired. 
Meredith: Yeah, it’s remarkable, you really didn’t know him!  (laughter) 
Schedler: I didn’t know him at all, I just met him, and maybe spent one evening with John and his wife 
Carole, before we came to Stockton. 
Meredith: You almost were a pair, you mention Gil Schedler you mention John Morearty, and both of 
you were clean shaven when you were interviewed, but when you came here you had beards! 
Schedler: We both interviewed clean-shaven, we both arrived with beards, and years later Larry Jackson 
said that President Burns gave him a call one afternoon and said, “What is it, that you’ve hired two 
faculty that are growing beards?  Can’t you get them to shave off the beards?”  And I was often yelled at 
in bars that I was somehow a follower of Fidel Castro because I looked a little bit like Fidel. 
Meredith: (laughter) I prefer, I thought you looked like Hemmingway. 
Schedler: Oh yeah.  Yeah.  Well, when I was in Cuba years ago, I’d walk into a bar, and they’d all yell, 
“Papa!  Papa!  Buy us a beer!  Buy us a beer!”   
Meredith:  I had heard that, and there was a considerable consternation about this beard thing!  It’s as if 
you were leading some sort of protest or revolution, and that was something that Burns didn’t want . It 
was as if the campus had suddenly been overturned, like the rest of the campuses were turning over in 
the country.  Well.  I see that you still have your beard. 
Schedler: I have not shaved since 1966. 
Meredith: (laughter) And your beard is down to your knees!  I don’t know, you’ve really got to do 
something. 
Schedler: Yeah, they wanted me to be a Rabbi.  A funny story is thatProfessor Bernie Rosenberg  in 
Religious Studies heard that there was a mixed couple coming on campus, and he took a look at Pat and 
me, and he just assumed that I was the Jewish one, and he used to speak to me in Hebrew and hug me, 
and all this kind of stuff, and it wasn’t until about 15 years later that he went, “Oh, it was your wife who 
was the Jewish one!” (laughter)    I loved Bernie, he was a great colleague in Religious Studies. 
Meredith: Uh, you’re not Jewish?  (laughter) 
Schedler:  Well, I think I am now… 
Meredith: Well, we’re all Jewish, right?  Adam and Eve?  Ok.  Now, then, well let’s see here, how did you 
react to President Burns when you got to know him? 
Schedler: Well, I never did get to know him.  I never had one conversation with him, I never shook his 
hand, I had  no interaction with him at all, had no sense of that. 
Meredith: (laughter) That’s astounding, I mean, his baby, you know, his whole dream with the Clusters. I 
was present when he was getting ready to go to India, he had an entourage come in, and they brought 
him kind of Maharaja shoes, and stuff—I mean, it was all in fun, that he was going to find the place 
where Callison would be for the that year. Ok, is there anything else about your early impressions here?  
I don’t want to hurry you. 
Schedler: No, no, no, I think that’s adequate. 
Meredith: Ok.  Now, the, the changes that you observed in the curriculum during the years you were at 
Pacific.  This is in some sense a strange question, because Callison itself was an innovative curriculum, 
so… 
Schedler: Well,  what a great thing to come out of graduate school and immediately, with other faculty, 
to develop an entire curriculum, and Larry Jackson asked me to be Chair of Heritage and Man course, 
which was required of all the students, was team-taught by four people: Morearty and Crowley and 
Meredith and myself, and met Tuesday/Thursday 10:00-12:00, and then we had lunch privileges with 
Paul Fairbrook, who was a wonderful help to us, and we used to have lunch with the students, and so 
we developed the entire curriculum, and I think in my first 3 or 4 years at Callison, I never repeated a 
course ever.  Well, I went to India after two years, and then after I returned began to teach Japanese 
Literature Homer, Milton, D.H.Lawrence, James Joyce.  So it was quite a wide-open, and as the years 
developed  I had many students from the College of the Pacific who came over and took my courses. 
Meredith: That’s a remarkable statement, about teaching in a college, that you didn’t repeat a course  
for all those years? 
Schedler: Even Heritage of Man was totally remade every year, and we took turns lecturing, and then we 
had small seminars, and, I was saying to one of the administrators recently, almost every faculty 
member at Callison was on campus from 8:30 to 5:00 every day, with their office doors open, and the 
interaction and counseling that went on was really top-notch and dramatic. 
Meredith: And the interaction was with, of course, the students, but it wasn’t just with the students, in 
the situation.  Did it strike you, here you were with all these others, like Morearty who had a different 
approach, Crowley was in History, I was in Religion, you had some Religious Studies, but we had to 
interact with Economics professors, with the Anthropologists, with everybody.  You couldn’t retreat into 
your discipline and disappear somewhere. 
Schedler: It was amazingly wonderful, because it was a total learning environment for the faculty.  To 
teach a course, you really must do your research and know your stuff.  And for example, to teach 
Contemporary Japanese Novel, to teach Gandhi and Nehru, to teach Indian Fiction and, just on and on, 
and then, the interaction with faculty, and faculty and students were not reluctant to say, “I don’t think 
you can back up that statement,” you know? (laughter)  And so, yeah, I had one student tell me that my 
lecture on Shakespeare was the worst lecture she had ever heard. 
Meredith: Oh, that’s because she hadn’t heard my lecture (laughter) on Tillich! 
Schedler: But I did that lecture purposely to challenge the students, and boy, did they rise to the 
occasion!  That student now lives in Stratford-on-Avon in England, and is married to an Englishman. 
Meredith: And, by the way, edited a manuscript of a book I did. 
Schedler: Oh, really? 
Meredith: Yes!  And I sent it to her because I knew she studied with you (laughter) and she’s highly 
educated, and she sent it back to me tied in a red ribbon. 
Schedler: Oh, that’s sweet. 
Meredith: And it really was.  And her sister, by the way… 
Schedler: Famous novelist. 
Meredith: Annie Proulx(?)  Well.  But that was your student! So, well. These innovative programs, what 
else was innovative about the Callison experience? You’ve got Heritage of Man, ok… 
Schedler: There were small classes, most of our classes were seminars, and were limited to 10 to 12 
students, and then after a few years, teaching juniors and seniors all of whom had lived in India for a 
year, and then later Japan for a year, what an exciting environment it was, that every one of these 
students had gone around the world, and what they could bring to seminar discussions, and so on, was 
wonderful!  It was a world-opening experience for the faculty and for the students, and one student 
took the train all the way back across Russia, and various stories, you heard early stories of students 
coming back through Pakistan—which they weren’t supposed to do, they were supposed to come back 
as a group, but trying to keep the students in order in India, maybe we’ll get into this, but a year or so 
later I went and lived in India for— 
Meredith: Yes, this ought to be clear, because according to the people who put this College together, it 
was the major innovation of Callison.  It had to do with the second—the sophomore year.  Describe that 
sophomore year and your participation in it. 
Schedler: Well, you know, the sophomore year, that means, “Wise fool,” and Larry Jackson said that that 
often is a down-year academically for students.  Freshmen, all excited, opened up to new ideas. During 
the Junior year, you start thinking about focusing and what you’re going to do afterward, but the 
sophomore’s kind of a lull year, and so, he said, rather than making it a college that turned out 
specialists in Asia, it was meant totally to be a Humanities focus---an  opening-up experience, and so the 
sophomore year in India—and that was before cell phones and all this kind of stuff.  They 
communicated—and even phones were difficult—students would write an air-letter from India, take 
two weeks to get to the United States, and then two weeks for their parents to come back with an 
answer.   I went for a full year, 1969/70. I was deputy director of the program in Bangalore, and I taught 
graduate students in American Literature at the University of Bangalore, and then the Fulbright lecturer 
got ill, and I did almost all the Fulbright lecturing in India for a whole year.  I lectured all over the country 
and one time three other professors and I traveled by car for two weeks through the South of India 
lecturing at all the major universities.  I lectured in Delhi, in Hyderabad, in Bombay, all over the country, 
and met a poet from Goa, and later some of my poems were published in India through this connection I 
made with a professor from Goa, and so this was just mind-boggling, and teaching graduate students at 
University of Bangalore in American Literature was really quite an experience. The first time I went into 
class, and nobody directed or helped me, I guess we were offering that service to the university because 
many of the professors who were teaching our students came from that university, and I remember  
when I walked into class the first time, all the girls on one side, all the boys on the other side, they were 
about 19 years old, they were MA students, and they all stood up!  And I waved my arms like, ‘please be 
seated,’ and so on, and they wouldn’t sit down!  Finally, one of the guys said, “Professor, it is our 
custom, we cannot sit until you sit.”  And so I had to sit down, and then they all sat down, and then I got 
back up. It was quite exciting.  Also I asked how many of them would prefer an arranged marriage and 
every hand in the class shot up.  Also I had the students come over to the Shilton Hotel for informal 
meetings with me and my family, and it was— 
Meredith: Your family was with you. 
Schedler: My family was with me, my wife and my son, who was then 2 years old, Christopher. 
Meredith: And your wife was teaching at Raymond, but now she’s there, was she teaching something? 
Schedler: No, she wasn’t. That was tough for her, not having any official role. 
Meredith: They all came over, the students, to the Shilton Hotel and met with you?  Now, were you 
teaching the American students at all, or was it…? 
Schedler: No, they were all taught by professors from India, in anthropology, religion, economics and so 
on.  We hired professors from University of Bangalore.  Classes were held at the Shilton Hotel. 
Meredith: What was the description of your role there? You’re going to go to India for a year and be 
part of the faculty, in some sense. What was the idea of having you in India?  What was the Callison 
innovation of having you go? 
Schedler: So we’d have somebody on the faculty who had the same experience that all these students 
had.  And by the way, a little addition here, when I was pondering whether to accept the position at 
University of the Pacific and Callison College, I had a number of other offers, and I was deliberating, and 
so on, so forth, and my wife said, “Please sign!  Let’s go to California!”  And I was reluctant, and then 
Larry Jackson called me, and said, “If you come to Callison, I’ll promise you that within two years, you 
will be in India.”  And I had always been fascinated by India, my father was a clergyman and his best 
friend was a missionary in India, and he used to, on Sabbatical, come back and be in our parsonage with 
various gifts and stories. I was just awestruck by India.  So, the promise that within two years, and then 
you and I went… 
Meredith: Well, yes, I was going to say that you did have an earlier entrance into India, and your 
companion was especially interesting.  Would you describe this? 
Schedler: (laughter) Yeah, well, Larry Jackson then said, “Well, ok, you can either go over to India with 
the charter class, through Asia, or you can take a chance that Air India is promising us two free ticket on 
their delivery flight of a new airplane from Boeing up in Seattle area, and so it turned out that Larry 
Meredith, the honorable Larry Meredith, and I flew out one morning from the Seattle area through 
London, and landed in Bombay at 2:00 in the morning, with nobody at the airport, because this was a 
delivery flight, and only one taxicab there, and about five of us got in this little Ambassador car, and all 
our luggage tied to the roof, went into town—we had no hotel reservations, and people were sleeping 
in the streets, and we finally— 
Meredith: I thought we were going to sleep in the streets! 
Schedler: Yeah!  We ended up in a little hotel, and next morning came down, and came out, and there 
actually was a person on the sidewalk who had died during the night.  So then Larry and I traveled 
around India(Bombay, Delhi, Agra, Benaras, Calcutta), and then we down to Bangalore when the first 
class arrived.  That was an exciting experience. Then Larry, you went back through the West, through 
Greece and so on, and ran naked in the Olympic Stadium, and I went back through (laughter), I went 
back through Asia (Bangkok, Hong Kong, Japan). 
Meredith: (laughter) One of the reasons to bring that up is that we had a plan where all the faculty, in 
some respects should go to India for at least a visit, maybe a month, wasn’t that true? 
Schedler: That was true, that was talked about early on, and boy, did I push that in meetings, and 
whenever I got a chance, I’d say, “Larry, remember?  We’re sending faculty to India also, not just the 
director.”  And so, I luckily was the first faculty member to go and live in India, and that was a great, 
great experiences, where I first started writing poetry, where I got a lot of confidence as a professor—
because I was lecturing on Saul Bellow and Puritan literature, and reading poetry, and lecturing, one 
time lecturing with three other faculty members, in front of a thousand students and faculty!  And these 
professors, they were all Indian, but one of whom had an advanced degree from Cambridge, one had a 
PhD from the University of Wisconsin, these were very, very funny, intelligent, wonderful people, and 
the four of us in an Ambassador car drove all around southern India together.  It was a marvelous, 
marvelous experience. 
Meredith: Now, it was marvelous going to India—the students, of course, had an exciting year—what 
about coming back to Pacific, then, in that junior year?  You came back, the students came back, what 
was the residual effect on the year in India?  How was it used? 
Schedler: Well, I think it was a little bit of a problem, because our junior/senior year, it wasn’t certain 
the way that you’d go, should students further develop Asian studies, or should they just be 
generalists—there were only two degrees offered at Callison, one was in the Social Sciences and one 
was in the Humanities—but I kept thinking, “Why am I not in the English department?” because,  I did 
teach a course in the English department then, and eventually became a member of the English 
department.   I don’t think the junior-senior year programs were thought through totally.  I don’t know 
what your idea of that is. 
Meredith: Perhaps later, with the addition of somebody like Bruce LeBrack or John Gillespie, both, Bruce 
had real expertise in India, and Gillespie in Japan— 
Schedler: Margaret Cormack. 
Schedler: She had lived in India and ran the Fulbright program there… 
Meredith: So, it began to develop, that we could handle the students a little bit better. 
Schedler: But then our program changed to Japan. 
Meredith: India was extraordinarily exciting, why change? 
Schedler: Political issues in India---Kissinger secretly going to China through Pakistan to prepare for 
Nixon’s visit didn’t sit well with Indira Gandhi and she closed down American programs in India and she 
began to tilt toward the Soviet Union. Also I think we promised Pakistan more arms and that did not sit 
well with India. 
 Meredith: What sort of student chose Callison? 
Schedler: We had students who turned down Stanford and Yale and many excellent universities to come 
to this innovative program, and it took some courage on their part, and I always get a kick out of the 
picture of the charter class.  At that time, there was a connecting flight between Stockton and San 
Francisco, and the picture of the charter class, all the guys had coats on, and ties, and so on, so forth, 
and I think that that was an amazing thing.  And gradually, though, it became, “Wow!  Go to India!” and  
the students changed a little bit, I think. 
When Indira Gandhi started to side more with the Soviet Union in the Cold War, also our students 
started to rebel a little bit, and say, “We’re in India, why should we be sitting in classrooms all the time?   
We want to be all over the country, and we want to go to the ashram where Gandhi lived, we want to 
do all these things,” and it was more and more difficult to control the students.  And my role, along with 
being a visiting professor when I was living there for a year, was sort of Dean of Students, and there 
were drugs there, and there were some problems with that.  They weren’t overwhelming, but I think the 
fact that when we signed the contract to go to India it was agreed that our students would stay in 
Bangalore, or else be  supervised in their travel, but that Pakistan thing, and then the students saying, 
“Man, we’re in India, we’re not staying put!”  And so, those kind of things, I think, caused the… 
Meredith: I think that’s very good.  There was a health factor, I know, the students were very open, we 
wanted them to be open to the experience in India, but you go into an Indian home and they offer you 
this, and offer you that, and you have [to] be very, be extremely careful of what you drank and what you 
ate, and… 
Schedler: Exactly. 
Meredith: And that would have produced problems.  But then, in 1971, we pulled out of India and we 
shifted to Japan for the year abroad. 
Schedler: Right. 
Meredith: And what did you think about that shift, and were you part of it?  In a sense? 
Schedler: I was not part of it.  I was, personally beginning to think, “What is my role now in Callison?”  
You know?  I had prepared for Indian fiction and history.  While I taught—while I was in India, actually—I 
did a lot of research on Japanese fiction also, but no, I was not involved in that, and more and more as I 
taught upper-division courses in Virgil and Homer and James Joyce was my major interest, more and 
more students from the College came over to the Cluster College to attend my classes, and then some 
students asked me, Callison students, whether I would teach Creative Writing: Poetry, because I had 
written some poems and published them in the student paper.  In the English department, every 
professor who taught Creative Writing: Poetry did not get tenure, because their focus was on critical 
approaches to literature. Poetry writing was a little bit suspect, so when I started, the students came 
and said, “Would you teach a creative writing seminar?”  And so I taught it as an overload,, but it was in 
the Course Catalogue and students from the College started coming over to my class, and  I got more 
and more into teaching James Joyce, D.H. Lawrence, Contemporary American Fiction—which was my 
doctoral  work, with Malamud and Bellow and Styron and these people—so I was teaching these things, 
So the Japan program went in one way, and I became a little bit more attached to the college. 
Meredith: Ok, you didn’t take a month or a semester to be in the Japan program? 
Schedler: No, no, I was never really connected.  There were a lot of other people, you went over for—a 
whole year?   
Meredith: For about 7 months. 
Schedler:  I didn’t have a whole lot of participation once the program shifted to Japan. 
Meredith: Other questions would be asked about our program, because now you had students with two 
entirely different experiences, India and Japan, and we’ve all noticed that in the alumni, when they 
gather together, that there’re really two Callisons. 
Schedler: Yes. 
Meredith: The Indian Callison and the Japan Callison.  The twain meets occasionally, but there’s a 
difference. Well. What was the effect on the students?  Do you think the students became better 
scholars, better people, for this innovative sophomore year?  What was your impression, what really 
happened with the students? 
Schedler: I think the students, at least at the beginning of Callison College, we got such wonderful 
students, and  it took a lot of courage for them to come to Callison—it had no reputation at all at that 
time—so we got some very innovative, creative students, and I think, you know, even though math and 
sciences were not dominant at Callison,  our graduates were successful, one became president of a 
bank, one ran Sesame Street in Russia, and on and on. Wonderful, wonderful careers.  They were so 
adaptable, and so creative, that I think they did well.  The charter class and the second and third classes, 
I think—well, for me—were very, very special, and I think they went on to do wonderful things, and a lot 
of them went into areas that they created for themselves.  And so, I think it worked out quite well, and 
it’s something we’ve lost a lot of in higher education. 
Meredith: Well, that’s certainly true, the life, the shelf life of innovative colleges wasn’t all that long, 
really.  Well, now then, you’ve already described courses that you’ve taught, innovative programs.  The 
perception of your task to enhance the educational academic programs, we’ve fairly well covered that, 
unless you have something.  Did the university change because of, say, the Callison experience?  When 
Burns first founded this, the whole idea, apparently, was that he wanted to stimulate the College of the 
Pacific so that it would become a better college, and so you would have the interaction between the 
Clusters and the main, the mother college.  Did you see any of that?  Now, you worked in English 
department, you were in the English department. 
Schedler: Oh, I saw it greatly, and I think, when I went over to Religious Studies, and then you came over 
a year or two later, oh, we completely reformed the Religious Studies Department, which was beginning 
to happen.  I think that there were a great number of the faculty in the Cluster Colleges who became 
chair people of the departments, in the English department, Social Sciences, and so on, so forth.  No,  I 
think it made a great impact on the university. I think that that idea of Burns worked.  Maybe the Cluster 
Colleges, its time wasn’t going to last—and that was nationally, not just at University of the Pacific—but 
I think his idea, I think we got tremendously creative faculty in the Cluster Colleges, and faculty who 
could cross disciplines, who could teach in religion and literature and do this and do that.  So I think it 
made a great impact. 
Meredith: It certainly did in Religious Studies, you and I did know about that. 
Schedler: And that was specifically what Dean Whiteker wanted—Cliff Hand wanted me to go full-time 
to the English department when the Cluster Colleges were phased out, and John Williams was saying to 
me, “You know, there’re so many English professors at Raymond and Callison, you know, do you think 
you could”—well, Whiteker said he would like me to go to Religious Studies because of my background 
at Concordia Seminary and my work on Religious Studies at University of Chicago, and I said, “Well, I’ll 
go to Religious Studies if I can get a joint appointment in the English department.”  And he said, “Yeah, 
ok, we’ll work that out,” and so I had a joint appointment in the two departments, and I think you and I 
totally changed Religious Studies, which originally was called the Department of Christian Education, and 
so on, and then we changed its focus on Methodism to World Religions and to cross disciplines, and, 
tremendous change went on there.  And I love the fact that I had a joint appointment, and I loved my 
work; I mean, working with Arlen Hansen was just one of the great experiences, and Lou Leiter and 
Charles Clerc, those were wonderful colleagues. 
Meredith: Oh, the English department was powerful! 
Schedler:  And then, Arlen’s life was shortened by cancer, but he was such a wonderful colleague, and at 
his wake, after his funeral, his wife said, “Come into the bedroom.  Arlen has taken one of your poems 
and framed it, and it’s on the wall in the bedroom.” 
Meredith: Which poem? 
Schedler: The last poem in my first book about American literature, it includes Melville and Whitman, 
sort of playing with the idea, ‘what would have happened to America if the first founders would have 
entered the country in the San Diego area rather than in Massachusetts?  How would the country be 
different if… 
Meredith: I hear Mexico singing! (laughter) 
Schedler: Yeah, yeah, so that was a poem about American literature, and Arlen, of course, was a 
professor of American literature, —and I also wrote a poem about Arlen.   I just admired him because , 
for example, when he was teaching a book, let’s say The Great Gatsby, he wasn’t Xeroxing stuff and 
going over notes that he’d written, but he was sitting there quietly, his desk completely clear, just 
rereading the novel.  And he could go in, and just sort of look at the corner of the room, and just talk 
about literature.  It was just wonderful; I greatly admired him as a colleague. 
Meredith: Did you have any interaction with Raymond College in their approach to English literature? 
Schedler: I had no interaction with them at all. 
Meredith:   Imagine! 
Schedler: Yeah. 
Meredith: The Clusters were that isolated from each other? 
Schedler: I think there was a different ethos at Raymond than at Callison.  Even though my wife was 
teaching there for six years, I had very little contact. I did make a pact with John Williams that I wouldn’t 
teach Faulkner because he wanted to teach Faulkner, and I taught James Joyce and D.H. Lawrence and 
many  other writers., I didn’t need to teach Faulkner, but no, I had no interaction at all.  I think they 
were more isolated in the University than we were.  I think we were much more open to the whole 
University experience. 
Meredith: I know that, Weldon Crowley, who came over from History, was very clear that he didn’t want 
that to happen to Callison, that it isolated itself from College of the Pacific. 
 
 Why would we do that?   Covell was isolated, I think, because of its language! So there was very little 
interaction with Covell,  
  You, of course, had administrative duties, I don’t know how much you want to talk about that, you 
were Chair of— 
Schedler: I was Chair of Religious Studies for 14 years, and I really  changed things around. 
Meredith: (laughter) 
Schedler: Under the previous Chair we used to meet every week for an hour and a half or two hours on 
Friday afternoon.  When I was Chair, we met once a month for half an hour.  My own position, which 
may not be all that good, but given the fact that I had to deal with Meredith and other people— 
Meredith: (laughter) 
Schedler: --what I did, when I got messages from the Dean, that this-and-this had to be done, my 
strategy was to think about it, work out a plan that I thought was best for the department, I would type 
it up, and I’d send it to all of the members, and I’d say, “If you’re in approval of this, it’s going forward to 
the Dean.  If not, we’ll have a meeting.”  (laughter)  And people hate meetings!  So I wasn’t a dictator, 
but I, I just, I didn’t mind being an administrator, and sort of getting things and saying, “Ok, I’ve thought 
this through, this is what I want to do,” and of course, then, that had to be approved by the department, 
and changes made here and there, but I, I was more of a person that didn’t want to sit around for hours 
and hours and talk about things, and I think— 
Meredith: Talk about things you didn’t want to talk about! 
Schedler: Yeah, yeah, and given the department…  (laughter) 
Meredith: (laughter) Talk, talk with whom?  Ok, well, that’s the administrative style, and that, boy, you 
did what you described, that.  Well.  Did you think that the Religious Studies department related very 
well to the rest of the University while you were in that 14 years, I mean, were we in some kind of 
helpful communication, or were we isolated? 
Schedler: I think, when you and I arrived,  there wasn’t  very good communication, but I think you were 
well-known and respected in the University, both because of Dean of the Chapel and your work at 
Callison, and I think, we had a struggle during my later years in the college when all the evaluations were 
going on, and some of the people in the administration thought that the department should be a more 
pastoral department of counseling, and I made the position very strongly that that’s part of the Dean of 
the Chapel’s job and not Religious Studies, and I would often say—and people would hoot and shout me 
down a little bit—that Religious Studies is no different than the Biology department.  We deal with data, 
and we research, and we’re thoughtful, and so on, so forth, but we are not there to soothe students and 
so on, so forth.  We’re there to challenge students about their preoccupations.  And so, that was a big 
struggle, and thankfully, towards the end of my career, I think, President De Rosa agreed with that 
position and really helped the department stay and stay strong. 
Meredith: Well, I think that’s right, although some people in the Biology department didn’t think we had 
any data!  (laughter) 
Schedler: Yes!  I know, I know!  (laughter) 
Meredith: (laughter) Which could be true! 
Schedler: Yeah. 
Meredith:  You already said that you never knew Burns.  Did you have anything to do with McCaffrey? 
Schedler: Very little with McCaffrey, just, you know, socially at his Christmas party and stuff, and knew 
him, but no, not in terms of policy or so on.  When he was censured by the faculty and he had to come 
around all of the departments, I remember sort of challenging him, when he came to Religious Studies, 
about his presidential exceptions and so on.  But no, I didn’t have any—generally, I, administrators and 
me, didn’t…  Benedetti was probably the only administrator I had much to do with, and I fought him, 
too, on issues. 
Meredith: Well, I raised the question about McCaffrey because it was under McCaffrey that the Clusters 
closed. 
Schedler: Right. 
Meredith: What was your impression of the way Callison was administered after Larry Jackson?  Because 
he left, he’d gone to India, and he left us, and then we had a series of administrators here.  What was 
your impression of that, of those years?  I know we got Reuben Smith from Chicago, who came in to 
head the college for a couple of years, and then McCaffrey switched Reuben into the Graduate School 
and took Otis Shao, and put him as administrator of Callison.  What did you think of these years? 
Schedler: I, at that point, I really was into my teaching more than anything.  I was just, like, “It’s out of 
our control,” they’re going to do what they’re going to do, and I began to think—especially students 
coming back from Japan had such a different experience than those coming back from India where I had 
lived—I was sort of already beginning to lean towards the English department, and I was teaching a lot 
of courses, James Joyce as I said and various other courses, and so I was, I wasn’t at the forefront of that 
whole thing.  I thought it was inevitable, but, you know, the Preceptor’s position became open, and they 
asked for people who might take that job—that was a kind of Dean of Students at Callison—and I 
thought, well, you know, advising students I always loved, I always did freshman advising, always had 
upperclassmen advisors—I thought, well, maybe I’ll give this a whirl, and Cliff Hand let me know, “Don’t 
take that position.”  Because I think Cliff knew that the Cluster Colleges were going down, and as an 
administrator, you’d have a much tougher job trying to get a position in the College, and so I didn’t do 
that, and, as I said before, Cliff really wanted me in the English department. 
Meredith: Yes he did.  Now, why did the Cluster Colleges go down? 
Schedler: Well, I think it was a national trend, and I think we started, with Nixon coming in and the chaos 
of the ‘60s and early ‘70s, I think there was a move towards more discipline, and I hear that parents 
were becoming reluctant to send students.  I think in the early years, you know, rather than having 
students out protesting in the streets, they want to go to college!  That’s great!  Oh, Callison College, 
that’s great!  Well, just go to college.  But then, later on, I think it became, “Well, what do you get out of 
this?”  And so, the pre-professional focus started to come in.  And so, let’s make the department of 
Business become a School of Business, let’s wind the Cluster Colleges down, turn some attention to  an 
International Studies School that provides more of a focus, and so on, so forth.  So, changes were 
coming, and I thought they were inevitable, but it was a difficult time for me professionally, because we 
were told they could fire any of us, because they were closing the cluster colleges. They had no 
obligation, and Cliff Hand more or less said, “You got to go around to Chairs and departments and see if 
anybody wants you,” but I never did that. Dean Whiteker called me in and said, “Would you go to 
Religious Studies?”  And so, that was a difficult thing.   
Meredith: I loved that! (laughter)  That was where I had to go, you know to Religious Studies.  So, to 
have you over there, that was, that was terrific. 
Schedler: Yeah, oh yeah, and then you coming over. That was great, and then Bernie Rosenberg, as I 
said, I loved him, he was just a wonderful colleague. 
Meredith: Well, actually Cliff Hand got credit, and I think rightly so.  He really did try to put the Callison 
faculty, and all the Raymond faculty—everybody fit back into the College of, what we call College of the 
Pacific—and pretty well did that. 
Schedler: Yeah.  They let go a number of people, you know— 
Meredith: They did. 
Schedler: --and then, and probably it was wise they did (laughter), I think so… 
Meredith: (laughter) Some people think they should have let go more! 
Schedler: Yeah, yeah, yeah. 
Meredith: But, we benefitted from that.  So, that’s alright.  Well—and it did, it finally went down in 
1982, I think that was the very last, they closed it out, and they did… 
Schedler: Right, and in ’79 I went to Religious Studies. 
Meredith: Yup, that, that’s… 
Schedler: And you, you stayed on to see through the… 
Meredith: They called me head, or whatever… 
Schedler: And they were combined, Raymond-Callison became… 
Meredith: They call it Ray-Cal, sounded like something you get on the… 
Schedler: Stock market. 
Meredith: Ray-Cal went up 2!  (laughter) 
Schedler: Yeah, right, right. 
Meredith: Or went down, as the case may be.  Did you have anything, well, anything to do with 
Regents? . 
Schedler: Never knew a Regent, never met one. 
Meredith: (laughter) I never knew one, I never met one, and I never want to see one!  Is that Emily 
Dickinson? 
Schedler:   (laughter) 
Meredith: Well, Regents, yeah, I knew some because I was a member of the Executive Policy Committee 
for a while. 
Schedler: Yeah, when you arrived, there, yeah. 
Meredith: Alumni and University donors.  Any at all?  Did they ever get you to go out on the circuit? 
Schedler: I went out on the circuit with Professor Yao, who was a— 
Meredith: You did! 
Schedler:  I went out to various high schools— 
Meredith: You’ve got to say who Professor Yao was, though… 
Schedler: Professor Yao was a famous dramatist in China and worked under Mao, and Mao pretty well 
kicked him out of China!  He was a great playwright from China, and he was, like, in his 70s, and he wore 
a grey robe, and had this little beard, and he was just this wonderful— 
Meredith: He was a Mandarin! 
Schedler: Mandarin gentleman, and he and I went out and we talked—I lectured, or I talked about, 
Theater of the Absurd (laughter), (Ionesco) and (Albee) and all these—and he talked about Chinese 
Theater, where he was one of the most famous and well-known theater people in the country, so— 
Meredith: One of his scripts won a Golden Globe, one year! 
Schedler: Is that right? 
Meredith: Yes! 
Schedler: Right.  Wow. 
Meredith: Go ahead. 
Schedler: Yeah, well, that was just, my only foray out into recruiting and stuff, but as far—I didn’t know.  
Donors, no, not so much, I don’t think. 
Meredith: They didn’t have you go out to one of these things, to San Diego or something, and give 
speeches about how great we were? 
Schedler: Nope, they didn’t do that.  I was the important man behind the scenes. 
Meredith.  I see, well, you (laughter), you’ve been behind a lot of scenes, as a matter of fact!  So, none 
of that kind of thing with you.  Working relation—well, we’ve covered all that, between the faculty and 
administrators. 
Schedler: Right. 
Meredith: That was fine.  Now, Doug Moore was part of the Callison administration.  He was part of the 
charter faculty, but then he left and, before he left, he chaired the protest against football. That seemed 
to dominate a lot of the school, and if you read the, Burns’s biography by Brewer, football has an 
enormous place in this book.  Burns thought that, at one time, that football was sort of the symbol of 
modern education, and… 
Schedler: My only real involvement with that was the first year of Callison, and there was orientation, 
and in the orientation, on Friday evening, all the students were invited to go to the football game, and 
my wife and I decided that this was not part of a college education, and that Callison should not be 
included in that orientation session.  So we sent out a flier to all the Callison students, saying, “There’s 
Open House at the Hand House,” (laughter) where we were renting, and we had numerous students 
there as a protest against the football program. That was in 1967. 
Meredith: Oh my goodness! 
Schedler: So that was the first thing, yeah. 
Meredith: That, well, the whole university—the reason I raised that—the university, since 1934, 1933, 
was part of the national football scene because of Amos Alonzo Stagg, and that heritage, and they, and 
even to this day, the effects of football at Pacific can be felt throughout the NFL, and the whole 
administrative world..  Well.  So I—but that was your one foray (laughter) 
Schedler: (laughter) You know, and then I mellowed a little bit, and a few years afterwards when my son 
was growing up, I would always take him to the Homecoming Parade and then to the football game, so 
it was a father-son thing more than anything. 
Meredith:   What about programs in the community? 
Schedler: I wasn’t very good in Town and Gown stuff, I was more or less an Ivory Tower kind of 
professor, you know, and stuff.  So— 
Meredith: But we have an Ivory Tower!  One of the few colleges that do!   
Schedler: What I did do was, I occasionally went around and read my poetry at Barnes & Noble, and 
some ladies’ group had me in to talk about something and to read my poetry.  …  And the Unitarian 
Church, I read—which was a hoot, I tell you!  You read your poetry from the pulpit, and you had a 
captive audience and then you had coffee afterwards, and sold books, and all this kind of stuff.  So that 
was, that was kind of nice.  But other than that, I didn’t have a whole lot of interaction with the 
community. 
Meredith: We’ve already raised one of the controversial issues, namely football, but were there any 
other controversies, like academic freedom, any of this kind of thing?  Student activities that were 
verboten, co-ed dorms…  We had co-ed dorms, apparently that was something of an innovation, and 
when we first came, you couldn’t wear shorts on campus, unless you had a tennis racket. 
Schedler: One thing that we did is, as part of the experimental aspect of Callison College—I think the 
students came up with this idea, actually, that in Raymond, faculty lived in the dormitories, some of 
them did.  So, the Callison students said, during our January term, where there was just one course, 
faculty should live in the dormitory and the students should have a chance to live in their home.    So, 
my wife and I lived in the dormitory during January, and I don’t know how many students lived in my 
house!  (laughter)   I tell you, the walls were so thin and people were doing whatever-whatever on 
either side of your room and stuff!  It was a strange experience. 
Meredith: Was it too close, the faculty and the students? 
Schedler: Um, you know, I don’t know, maybe for some faculty it was, but it was wonderful, almost all 
the get-togethers at Callison were both students and faculty and that.  And a number, once the students 
came back from India, a number of them would rent farm houses out in San Joaquin County, and we’d 
have the most wonderful parties there, you know, live music, we had some wonderful musicians in 
Callison, and I loved these—under the walnut trees out there and I think it was wonderful for the 
students to… 
Meredith: Almost out of a Greek myth or something! 
Schedler: Yeah, it was, yeah, it was quite impressive.  I tell you, when I would have parties at my house, 
it would be, like, 50% students, or maybe 60% students and 40% faculty, and we all interacted and 
talked and stuff, it was great. 
Meredith: Do you feel nostalgic, or would you feel like, “Well, that’s passed, and past, just let it go?” 
Schedler: I feel that it’s past, and let it go.  If I would have stayed on at Callison—I retired at 69, so I put 
in my years, but—I would have stayed on, at that point, then, I was like, “I would like to teach graduate 
seminars in the English department.”  But then, the graduate programs were done in, but I wanted to 
teach senior courses in the English department, James Joyce and Creative Writing., that was my focus, 
towards the end of my career.  And students—one of the things they ask, that students change—
certainly from the charter class, first couple classes at Callison, to my experience with students in my 
latter years, it was a great great difference, that students became much more conservative in my view, 
because I taught things like Intro to Religion, and I would get a lot of Born Agains, and so on, so forth, 
and it was kind of difficult for me.  I taught a couple of novels that, in the Cluster Colleges, they would 
have just been excited about, like Nabakov’s Lolita, and I had students who refused to read it, and were 
threatening  to the administration about me, and all this kind of stuff.  The students changed, I think, 
although we, our majors in Religious Studies were marvelous, the ones who took the courage to major 
in Religious Studies, we had some wonderful majors, but no, I became, later on in my career, like, I 
would like to teach upper-division seminars. But we all had to teach in the Mentor Program. And 
students were required to take 3 Mentor Seminars and then they got into pre-professional stuff.  So 
there was a limited opportunity for those kind of courses, and the full members of the English 
department got priority, although Bob Cox was very nice to me, let me teach seminars on James Joyce in 
the end of my career, where I would just have seven students or something like that. 
Meredith: Everybody was nice to you, you were (laughter) you’re fun to be nice to!  You know, some 
people, you know, but that, no, it’s really…  I learned that, when I traveled to India with you, you see, so 
it’s ok, I figure, anybody who’d get on a train in India and try to sleep during the night with the window 
open and covered with soot (laughter) 
Schedler: From Benares to Calcutta. 
Meredith: Oh my goodness!  I didn’t even recognize you!  I thought you’d changed color entirely!  Well, 
that was, that was it, but you, my heavens, overall, this, this has been an eye-opening and grand 
adventure for you, wouldn’t you say? 
Schedler: Oh, absolutely wonderful.   I’m very happy with the diversity of opportunities that were here, 
and, opportunity to travel—I’ve traveled a lot since I’ve retired—but we got a leave every five years, and 
I spent it… 
Meredith: That, oh, talk about that innovation! 
Schedler: Well, that was a wonderful innovation!  And I was the first faculty member to get a leave at 
Callison, and spent 6 months in Berkeley, and years later 6 months in Hawaii, and then one leave I was in 
Mexico for 3 weeks researching D.H. Lawrence’s stay there, and then spent time in Dublin doing James 
Joyce,  took a seminar on Finnegans Wake at Trinity College in Dublin, and so, all through the career, I 
think I had 7 leaves.   (laughter) 
Meredith: You know, that James Joyce at Trinity College?  That there, they’re known for two famous 
things, there.  That’s one, the James Joyce—the second is, that’s one of the few colleges in the world 
that has a copy of my dissertation. 
Schedler: No! 
Meredith: On John Wesley! (laughter) 
Schedler: Really!  Wow!  Wow. 
Meredith: That’s one of the undiscovered facts, in the world.  Now that’s trivia. 
Schedler: Yeah, well, here’s another trivia.  My daughter went to Brown University as an undergraduate, 
and Brown has the largest holding of contemporary poetry, and all of my books are in the library at 
Brown, so when I visited her, I’d go, “Sara, come on over here!  Let’s look through the card catalogue 
here, and…” (laughter) 
Meredith: I’ve got to remember that, because my youngest son, Mark, lives in Providence, so you’re 
there, Schedler’s poetry is at Brown? 
Schedler: It’s at Brown University, yeah. 
Meredith: Oh, that is, that is wonderful.  And, what is your daughter doing, and your son?  What is 
happening? 
Schedler: My son is a tenured professor at the University of Central Washington, he’s head of the Latino 
Studies program,, his dissertation was mainly with American Indians and Latino writers, and he is also in 
charge of teaching faculty how to use computers in classroom teaching.  And my oldest daughter has a 
Pilates studio in Brooklyn, and my youngest daughter Sara runs the meditation center in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, located halfway between Harvard and MIT, and her boyfriend is getting an advanced 
degree at both Harvard and MIT. 
Meredith: My goodness. 
Schedler: She’s  been offered positions at UCLA and Brown in Mindfulness Studies, and she thinks 
maybe even at MIT and Harvard, she’s going to be able to work out a program where she teaches half of 
the year at MIT or Harvard and half of the year at UCLA.  And she has no advanced degree!  (laughter) 
Meredith: (laughter) Oh, bless her!  Well, that’s, oh my goodness …  And, so, I think— 
Schedler: We’re done.  (laughter) 
Meredith: What you remember about students…  Ok, what is your—oh, let me ask you this—what is 
your most bizarre memory of teaching at Pacific? 
Schedler: Well. (laughter) 
Meredith: (laughter) I know, we don’t have time for all of the bizarre events, but… 
Schedler: Oh, I don’t know whether I should communicate some of them. 
Meredith: Well, can you, one of the more communicable bizarre incidents… 
Schedler: Bizarre… student, teaching…  Oh, I don’t know.  I got a kick out of the fact, when I was teaching 
in India, living at the Shilton Hotel with all the students, and then I would teach a class at Bangalore 
University a couple afternoons a week and, if I was running late or if the traffic was intense—you’d take 
these little rickshaws, these little three-wheel things—and I would, if I was running late, I’d always say, 
“Stop here, stop here!” and I’d jump over the wall, (laughter) and then run through the grounds to the 
class, and a number of students saw me, and they thought that was so spectacular, that here, the 
professor was leaping over the wall to get to his class! 
Meredith: Now tell me, in your present condition, do you think you could?  (laughter) 
Schedler: (overlapping) No!  I don’t!  I would be late, fifty minutes late! 
Meredith: We used to say, that Gil came into the University looking like Jesus and he’s gone out looking 
like the Buddha! 
Schedler: That’s right. 
Meredith: Is that what we used to say? 
Schedler: That’s what, that was what you said, yeah, yeah. 
Meredith: (laughter) 
Schedler: But as far as— 
Meredith: (interrupting) But you do have right-mindfulness. 
Schedler: I do! 
Meredith: You (really?)— 
Schedler: I do! 
Meredith: What is this?  Of course.  Well— 
Schedler: Well, that was another fun thing about, well, the bizarre thing is Religious Studies meetings, 
when I first joined the faculty, I don’t even know if you were just part-time or something there, and we 
used to meet every week, and we’d always open with prayer, and we always had to take minutes, and 
this was just ridiculous!  It was like, for a department of, like, four people, three or four people!  And so, 
they said to me, in the first meeting, “Well, Schedler, you say the prayer, now, before the meeting.”  
And I go, like, “What?”  And so, I said, “Well, I’m a Taoist, and we believe in silence, so would you all 
lower your heads and we’ll have a moment of silence.” 
Meredith: (laughter) I love it. 
Schedler: And then, everybody was after me, “Well, what’s your religious position?  Are you a Christian?  
Are you a Buddhist?  What are you?”  And so, I started reading and reading—because I hadn’t been 
trained in World Religions, and when you came over you took over most of that, but until you came 
over, I was teaching World Religions, and I was researching and reading, and I finally decided I’m a 
Taoist.  And so, I’d say: I’m a Taoist (laughter) and nobody knew what that was. 
Meredith: (laughter) 
Schedler: And then, one time, we were having a meeting, and all of a sudden the door flies open, and 
there’s Bernie Rosenberg, and he never attended meetings, and, bless him.  And so, he says, “Look  
here!  Here’s a book on World Religions!  And they have only 2 pages on Taoism, and the last sentence 
is, ‘Taoism is a defunct religion that used to be in China’!  How can you be a Taoist, Schedler?!”  You 
know, and stuff like this!  (laughter)  This was a 1940s textbook, and that was in there! 
Meredith: (laughter) The Tao is dead! 
Schedler: Yeah, (…?) 
Meredith: I remember, well, yeah, when Dr. Yao was around the faculty, and Otis Shao was the Chair, he 
was the Provost.  I had them both to class, and I said, “We have Shao (laughter) and Yao on the Tao!” 
Schedler: Oh, there you go!  There you go. 
Meredith: So, we learned, we learned it wasn’t defunct, you know?  Oh, Taoism. 
Schedler: I had fun with students, when I’d teach Intro to Religion, I would always start with Taoism.  
They ‘d say: “This isn’t a religion!” And I’d say: “Do nothing and all will be accomplished!”  No!  Students 
were, like, “What is this?”  And then, one student puts up his hand and says, “I have a biology test 
tomorrow, and you’re telling me, ‘Do nothing and all will be accomplished’?”  And I said, “If you’ve been 
a good student, you won’t even have to study for that exam, because you will be already prepared. If 
you’re excessively nervous about it, you have chosen the wrong major.  Did your father force you to be a 
Biology major?”  (laughter) 
Meredith: (laughter) I like that! Well, yeah, I’d always taught that the Tao that can be spoken is not the 
Tao. 
Schedler: Yeah, yeah.  Gets you off the hook.  (laughter) 
Meredith: So?  (laughter)  On to other things!  I like that.  Short sermons in Taoism. 
Schedler: (laughter) Yeah, that’s right. 
Meredith: Well, ok, we’ve already covered the students’ attitude changing while you were at Pacific.  
You mentioned the religious change, lot of fundamentalists came… 
Schedler: Yeah, yeah. 
Meredith: And were challenging. 
Schedler I think the University changed.  When I came here in 1967 to Callison— we had students from 
New York City and Chicago, Milwaukee, all over the country, and I think lately we’ve become more or 
less a California college, and, in large part, a Sacramento, Stockton, Modesto, L.A. college.  I think the 
student body has changed quite dramatically. 
Meredith:  Well, that, and of course, that was all over the country, changing, and the shift… 
Schedler: Sure. 
Meredith: You know about 35% of students would put on a questionnaire, “We were born again.”   
Schedler: Hmm.  Is that right?  Wow. 
Meredith: Thirty-five, it got to thirty-five percent. 
Schedler: Wow. 
Meredith: And, if you, it depends on how you understand ‘born again,’ but the issue of freedom was 
part of it.  Were you really free to study?  If you’re not free to study, you can’t study! 
Schedler: Before 9/11, I’d get quite a few Muslim students from Kuwait and various places in Intro to 
Religion, and boy, were they difficult to teach!  ‘Cause all truth was in the Quran, and they just wouldn’t 
open up to anything!  It was very troublesome.  And then, when the fatwa came out against Salman 
Rushdie, the writer of…. 
Meredith: Satanic Verses. 
Schedler: Satanic Verses!  You know, I got the first copy of Satanic Verses in Stockton, and then the 
Stockton Record did a big spread on that, and my picture was there, and a lot of people said, “Man, your 
house is gonna get hit!”  But anyway, I talked with the only student I had in that class who would even 
react to me, I said afterwards,  “What do you think about this fatwa, you know?”  And he said, “Oh no, it 
is our custom, if a Muslim says something bad about the leader, it is our custom to kill him.” 
Meredith: (laughter) You should invite them all in to World Religion classes on the same thing, I had a 
group in, and they said the same thing.  The students said, “We would kill him.” 
Schedler: Yeah, 
Meredith: (laughter) So, you know, I was pretty careful what I was saying, for a while.  Well, not very 
long…  And, now, then, the, my goodness, we’ve covered (…?) 
Schedler: I think we’ve done it. 
Meredith: We really have, oh my goodness.  Oh, well, we haven’t done—how ‘bout this question: What 
have we not covered in this interview (laughter) that you would like to discuss?  So, we, my, I guess 
we’ve done that.  It, it’s obvious that this has been a wonderful odyssey. 
Schedler: Well, thank you, Larry, for being the interviewer. I really appreciate it. 
Meredith: Have we returned to Ithaca?  (laughter)  Yeah, are you back with Penelope? 
Schedler: Yeah, well.  Thank you, my last book of poetry, where you wrote a very nice thing on the back,  
is titled Ithaca because, after all my travels and all this stuff, yeah, I’ve kind of, come home.  And I come 
to campus virtually every day. 
Meredith: You do, and to the library a lot. 
Schedler: To the library. 
Meredith: And you are still alive!  The only thing that you’re not doing—and I must put this on the 
record—you have refused to play in the Emeritus Turkey Bowl. 
Schedler: Well, I suffered a pretty severe injury (laughter) in the last one… 
Meredith: (laughter) My son messed up your knee! 
Schedler: It’s really funny, I was in Costa Rica, years ago, with a young guy from Canada, and I was 
staying with him and his father in Costa Rica, and he made his living as a bookie in Montreal, and if he 
had a good year he was down there.  I went every January and there were two Costa Rican guys there, 
and Mark says to me, “You said you were a good basketball player, at one time.  You still pretty good?”  
And I said, “Oh, I’m not bad,” you know?  And so, he said, “Well, let’s take on these two Costa Rican 
guys!  You’re good, right?  You’re good!”  I said, “Oh, fair,” so he says, “Ok, you guys, $20 !”  I couldn’t 
leave my feet, I was so slow!  And he was so mad at me!  “You said you were great in basketball,” 
whatever! I did play college basketball, it was a… 
Meredith: You certainly did, and matter of fact, I played basketball with you in the gym. 
Schedler: Yeah. 
Meredith: I loved it, you were great, you really were good, and you were very aggressive! 
Schedler: (laughter) Mean. 
Meredith: But in those days, you were, I must say, svelte. 
Schedler: Yes, I was. 
Meredith: Anything else, I think, I have loved friendship with you. 
Schedler: Oh, absolutely! 
Meredith: (overlapping) In fact, put that on the record.  You’ve been really, an enormous plus, and 
you’ve been almost part of our family, even though we have, celebrations and one thing or another… 
Schedler: It wouldn’t have been the same here without you, your family, there’s no doubt about that. 
Meredith: That shouldn’t go unsaid.  And, my goodness.  And I have all your—not only Brown—but I’ve 
got all your books of poetry!  (laughter) 
Schedler: Alright!  I got your books—in fact, we even, we team taught a number of times, and used your 
book in one of them.  Remember that? 
Meredith: Yes, I remember the team teaching, and we made a film together! 
Schedler: Yes, we did. 
Meredith: Now, this film has disappeared, I guess that’s probably to the benefit of all mankind!  
(laughter) 
Schedler: It was Cinema and Celebration.  We had over a hundred students in that course. 
Meredith: And there was another innovation, because students would ask for courses! 
Schedler: Yes. 
Meredith: That’s how—people didn’t realize—that’s how the film courses got started.  I mean, the 
whole film program at Pacific, that’s now taught, and with so many people teaching in it, got started at 
Callison, because we had students coming from the Hollywood area.  Ted Thomas, for example, whose 
father was one of the Grand Old Men at Disney.  And they all wanted film courses!  So, we said, well, 
let’s have it, and we started… 
Schedler: That’s a great contribution.  I tell you, my work in poetry, up until I started teaching Creative 
Writing: Poetry, it was virtually non-existent in the English department, and the whole focus, we brought 
to Religious Studies this focus on Religion and Culture, rather than on the Methodist tradition… 
Meredith: That’s very important!  I’m glad you mentioned that, because that was, in my graduate 
experience, I actually did study with Paul Tillich and that was his. 
Schedler: So did I. 
Meredith: And it was Religion and—he was at Chicago, you know (that?)  Both of us— 
Schedler: I was in the last seminar he taught before he died. 
Meredith: Oh for heaven’s sakes, that is so—and we brought that to Pacific, and when we started the 
film course,  I said, “Well, we’ll do Religion and Cinema,” which I taught ever since then, and I taught it 
around the world twice, and it became the most accessible and most successful course, I think, I ever 
taught, because the students were not intimidated by film, and the film, they were judiciously chosen, 
and we discussed them in some depth, it becomes a whole new world to them. 
Schedler: And I started this course in the English department, Fiction and Film, where we read the novel 
and then saw the film.  It was, oh, students loved that course, and I always got high enrollment in that 
course, films like, The English Patient, and Like Water for Chocolate, and many, many novels. 
Meredith: Oh, the worlds open up.  I agree with you, I don’t know where we could have been as open 
and as adventurous as we were here, that whole, the world of Kazantzakis, for example, and Zorba the 
Greek.  One of our greatest experiences was the sabbaticals in which we were able to follow the trail to 
Crete, and all around the… 
Schedler: And I lived a whole summer on the Island of Crete with my family, Pat, Chris, and Rachel. 
Meredith: And you lived there, and, just recently, I gave a report to the book club that met at the 
President’s House, at, three weeks ago, they were reading Zorba the Greek. 
Schedler: Wow! 
Meredith: They had me as a guest, and I brought the Greek music, and the Zorba dance, the whole thing 
there. We had an absolutely marvelous time!  All of a sudden, here was this whole community of really 
interesting women, and the President’s husband was the host, Bill Jeffries, and we had this thing—and it 
was almost, it reminded me of some of the wonderful classes that we had at Callison. 
Schedler: You know, talking about how exciting the early years at Callison were, I taught one year at 
Wittenburg University, as I said, and then I left to go and get my PhD at Chicago, and I got in the mail 
years later—a professor in the English department where I was at Wittenburg had a sabbatical to travel 
around the country and visit experimental programs as a way of trying to get Wittenburg loosened up, 
and I got a copy of his report, which said, “Of all the schools across the country I visited, Callison College 
is the most innovative and exciting program going on now.”  And I thought, “Wow!”  And so, I wrote him 
a note, you know—and they wanted me to stay at Wittenburg, but I didn’t have my PhD yet..  But isn’t 
that interesting?  He traveled around the country and said that this—and you were listed in the 
Underground Guide to— 
Meredith: (laughter) Oh my goodness, I forgot that! 
Schedler: --to the University, yeah. 
Meredith: Oh, lord have mercy.  I would say one thing, I have to put this in, because I owe it to you.  You 
were one of the main people that taught me how to handle the small group discussions.  One of the 
things, one of your abilities—and it always has been—to ask questions.  Not simply pontificate, it’s to 
probe and ask questions, and when you come out of my background, which was Evangelism in the 
South, you’re not interested in people asking questions.  You’re interested in people converting. 
Schedler: Mm-hmm. 
Meredith: And that’s a whole ‘nother way of being with people, and much more, much more beautiful 
and deep.  But anyway, that, happened, and I was, I was happy with that. 
Schedler: Curiosity is the major thing in life. 
Meredith: And imagination! 
Schedler: Yeah.    And there’s this great, great quote here, I just got… 
Meredith: Oh yeah? 
Schedler: “Imagination is more important than knowledge.”  Who said this? 
Meredith: I know  
Schedler: Albert Einstein. 
Meredith: Albert Einstein!  That’s it! 
Schedler: Imagination is more important than knowledge.  Wow. 
Meredith: Well, we had it at Callison.  And, well, it’s gone, but… 
Schedler: It was a good ride. 
Meredith: It was a great ride. 
Schedler: (laughter) Thank you, Larry! 
Meredith: Thank you, Gil!  That was fantastic. 
Schedler: Take care. 
Meredith: Now then, did we get any of this to record—(tape ends) 
